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Before being released from prison in 
2007, he spent 17 years as a political 
prisoner due to his peaceful advocacy 
for democracy in Cuba. 

He and his wife, also photographed 
here, Iris Perez Aguilera, have been de-
tained, harassed, spat upon, and beaten 
innumerable times since his release in 
2007 from prison. But Antunez never 
gives up. He told me this morning he 
has a new blog, ‘‘Ni me callo, ni me 
voy’’—‘‘I won’t shut up, I won’t leave.’’ 

I not only learn, Mr. Speaker, when I 
am able to speak with Antunez, I re-
ceive strength from his courage, patri-
otism, and devotion to the struggle for 
Cuba’s freedom. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. RICHARD-
SON) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. RICHARDSON addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

DESTRUCTION AND DEVASTATION 
IN THE FIFTH DISTRICT OF OHIO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with a heavy heart to remember 
the five lives of five constituents from 
my district who were killed this past 
weekend as a severe thunderstorm 
which produced two tornados swept 
across my district, leaving a trail of 
absolute destruction and devastation. 

Mary Walters and her 4-year-old son, 
Hayden, in addition to Ted Kranz, 
Kathy Hammitt, and Bailey Bowman, 
all died during the storm. 

On Sunday I rode with the Fulton 
County sheriff, and on Monday I rode 
with the Lake Township, Wood County 
chief of police to get a firsthand view 
of the devastation left behind by these 
tornados. During these visits, I spoke 
with many residents who survived the 
storms and heard them relate their 
miracle tales of survival. 

I also want to recognize the 2010 
graduating class of Lake High School 
in Wood County for their steadfast will 
and character in the wake of this dead-
ly storm. One of the tornadoes hit 
Lake High School, completely destroy-
ing the school. This happened only 
hours before the senior class of 110 stu-
dents were scheduled to hold their 
commencement ceremony Sunday 
afternoon. And, sadly, the class val-
edictorian, Katie Kranz, lost her father 
during that storm. 

The true character, compassion, and 
strength of the people of America come 

through in times like these, as the sur-
rounding communities have stepped up 
to help in whatever way possible dur-
ing the recovery effort. The local chap-
ter of the Red Cross and other volun-
teer organizations were quickly on the 
ground to lend their support. 

The local elected officials and admin-
istrators of Wood and Fulton Counties 
should also be commended for their or-
ganization and leadership during these 
trying times. Their quick response to 
help those in need has held the commu-
nity together during this time. 

I also want to commend other com-
munities in the area, like the city of 
Northwood, who helped by letting the 
Lake Township Police use its commu-
nications headquarters after the Lake 
Township Police Department was de-
stroyed, as well as the administration 
building. 

The city of Oregon has lent three po-
lice cruisers to the township, as well as 
the Wood County sheriff lending two. 
Why? Because the Lake Township lost 
six of their cars during the storm. 

Yesterday I sent a letter to President 
Obama requesting that Wood and Ful-
ton Counties be declared Federal dis-
aster areas as soon as possible. This 
will be important for the counties so 
that they may have access to as many 
resources as possible during the recov-
ery efforts. 

This afternoon, Governor Strickland 
is also asking for a declaration for Fed-
eral assistance, and I thank him for it. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF COACH 
KENNETH CARTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, after 49 years of dedicated service to 
the Marietta community, Coach Ken-
neth Carter is retiring from his posi-
tion with the Physical Education and 
Health Department and as a tennis 
coach for Marietta High School. 

Coach Carter has been a dedicated ed-
ucator and a role model for sports 
teams in the Marietta school district 
for as long as I can remember. He has 
coached football, basketball, track, 
and, most memorably, tennis, where he 
had a record of 16 consecutive wins, one 
State championship, and nine region 
championships. 

He received the Georgia Tennis 
Coach of the Year award and also was 
inducted with the 1985 tennis team into 
the Marietta High School Hall of 
Fame. 

Prior to his career with Marietta 
City Schools, Ken Carter worked for 

the Atlanta YMCA, teaching and train-
ing children. He drove a bus back and 
forth from the Y, making sure that un-
derprivileged kids had access to the fa-
cility. Coach Carter has always said 
that behavior is the number-one prob-
lem with youths, and the training he 
gave at the YMCA taught kids how to 
be both good athletes and good people. 

It was here that Coach Carter met 
the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. 
King went to the YMCA often to swim, 
and Carter would listen to his stories 
about civil rights issues. Coach Carter 
says working with King was a source of 
personal inspiration and many life les-
sons. 

Coach Carter has also been very ac-
tive with his church and served as the 
superintendent of Sunday School for 22 
years. 

His dedication and selfless attitude 
are well-known, as Coach Carter has 
been recognized as the Outstanding 
Man of the Year, Teacher of the Year, 
and has also received an Outstanding 
Service Award. 

Congratulations, Coach Carter, on 
your retirement, and thank you for ev-
erything you have given to Marietta’s 
school system. 

f 

TAKING A CLOSER LOOK AT THE 
GAZA FLOTILLA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 
recently, Israeli military personnel 
intercepted a flotilla of ships headed 
towards Gaza. The world outcry has 
been deafening. It has also been mis-
placed. 

The Israelis have been portrayed as 
committing violence in order to pre-
vent food and humanitarian supplies 
from reaching women and children in 
the crowded Palestinian community of 
Gaza. 

Yes, that would certainly be an out-
rage if that is what was going on. But 
the actions taken by Israel are aimed 
only at preventing rockets from being 
shot into Israel, not denying food or 
medicine to the Palestinians. The 
image in the public’s mind is totally 
distorted. And what the world needs to 
do is take a closer look at what is 
being presented to them. 

Even Al Jazeera, the most prominent 
Arabic TV news station, could not 
block out the reality of so-called activ-
ists, peace activists, who were really 
thugs, attacking Israeli soldiers with 
lead pipes and clubs. The soldiers are 
seen refraining from using their weap-
ons as they watch fellow troopers being 
beaten into a bloody pulp and lying on 
the ground, their lives in danger. 

Well, who first initiated violence, the 
violence that we are talking about, is 
not in question. Even Al Jazeera could 
not hide that fact. Yet, photos of the 
wounded and dead who ended up—and 
these were wounded and dead activists, 
after they had started beating to death 
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